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In all his four hundred years, Rayven never met a woman like Rhianna McLeod. She is a vision of

light, of warmth, of everything he is notâ€”nor can ever be. Doomed to live forever in darkness and

solitude, he knows all too well the risk in getting close to her, yet he hungers for her with a fierce

passion he swears he will never allow himself to feel.Rhianna's father sold her to Rayven to put food

on the table so she had no choice but to go with the dark stranger. To her surprise, he gives her

everything she wants the finest clothes, education, and the run of the castle everything, that is,

except his touch. For although she senses danger beneath the soft-spoken manner, although even

Rayven himself warns her to stay away, she is drawn to this creature of the night, and loves him as

she will no other.
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Rayven, a vampire of some 400 years' existence, sees a young girl being auctioned off so that her

family will have money to buy food. Seeing the local gentry eyeing Rhianna up and planning to have

her in their beds, he intervenes and buys her. But we soon discover that he has no intention of

sleeping with her - he only wants to creep into her bedroom at dead of night and drink from her,

hypnotising her so that she thinks she's dreaming.Rhianna and Rayven are drawn to each other,



much as he tries to keep away from her and make her stay away from him. In the end, afraid that he

will eventually hurt or kill her because his need for her seems to increase over time, he sends her

away to Paris for three years. But when she comes back, she's determined to seek him out again

and she gets his agreement to let her live with him for a year.And then she discovers that he's really

a vampire... and her love for him mingles with fear.I ...agree ... that this book has problems. The

angst on its own didn't bother me, although it was repetitive; every time we thought that Rayven had

got over his 'I'm going to kill her if I don't let her go' fears, they resurged again, almost to a ludicrous

level at one point in which Rayven almost kills himself. The period atmosphere wasn't right either;

the characters did not behave like nineteenth-centuey English people, nor did they speak in a

manner commensurate with the period. Dallon Montroy in particular (and what kind of a name is that

for an English nobleman?!) did not fit at all with the period.What bothered me, too, was the part of

the book where Rayven takes Rhianna to London for several weeks. They stay in a hotel - but

where does Rayven spend the days?
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